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— Wildlife Wonders

Justwalk ntoarestaurantthat serves crawfsh
(orevenintoan H-E-B) and that disinct spcy,
pungent odor laps you in the face. Because |
don'eat crawfsh, the smellisn't appealing to
me, but s qute enficing fo others.

Crayfish, crawdads, mudbugs—they go by
several names. People i our area call them
crawfsh. The folks inthe norther parts of the
U.S. callthem crayfish. Northe Calfomians
and people on the east coast refer fo them as
crawdads. In Australia, they are refermed o as
yabbies. There are over 600 species of hese
cotters. They are freshwater crustaceans found
allover he word exceptin India and Antarcica.
They have 5 pairs oflegs (or 10 total). Their
front2legs are ke arge claws, caled chlae,
which are used o defend themseves and fo
gatherfood. Water and ai are drawn through
the gils through an appendage that makes a
noise called a ‘pulse tran.” This is how they
communicate with other crawdads and alert
others that predators are near.

Crawfsh have a long, poined structure that
looks fike a nose, but ifs thought to offer
protection for their eyes. Under the tai is
a small appendage called a swimmeret. It
helps them move and also helps with camying
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eqgs. Their tail ‘fans” curl under their body
{o help protect their eqgs. They have an
ingtinctve reaction to a potenfil predator or
disturbance called a “tal fip" which propels
them backwards.

Texas ranks second in crawfish producton
(Louistana is irs), and most are rised in
rice paddies. The peak months are February,
March and April. There are two variefies that
are predominant here and are called the ‘red
swamp crawfish” and the ‘white iver crawfish."
They have simiar ecological requirements
and somefimes co-exist, Reds are found in
swamps, ditches, and bayous. Whites are
found in larger, degper, and flowing bodies
of water,

Have you ever seen a smokestack-ooking pile
of mudin ditches, fields, or even yards? They
are called crawfsh chimneys, and there is a
crawfsh fving in & burow undemeath, They
can beas deepas 3 feet and are normally ful
of water. Crawfish use their legs and mouth to
dig up mud and make itinto a e ballcalled
apellt. The pelleti then taken to the top of
the soiland placed on fop ofthe other pellfs.
This is done over and over unti the crawish
chimney is buit Why they buid chimneys is

ot fofally understood, but i assumed one
reason they do is for safety reasons. They
never have o leave the safety of heirburrow.
Another reason forte chimneys s thetithelps
aitfow into the burrow.

Did you know—
+ Inthe wild, crawfish can ve upto 30 years.

+ Lose a imb? No problem. Crawfsh can
regenerate lostmbs. This comes in handy
during mafing season when males can get
alitle agaressive.

+ Crawfish mof, They can shed their shells
Upto 15 times. With each ot they nearly
double n size.

+ Crawish can be red, bue, white, green, or
yellow-but when cooked, they are al red.

+ There are some species of crawfish in
Australia that grow 0 15.5 inches and weigh
more than 8 pounds.

If you'e planning on eafing crawfsh, here’s
some fiendly advice: pinch the tail and suck
the head, and do not wear white! Bon appefit
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